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homonymy with dolichopodidae Latreille, 1809 (Insecta, Diptera)
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Abstract. The family-group name dolichopodini Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1888

(Insecta, Grylloptera) is a junior homonym of dolichopodidae Latreille, 1809

(Insecta, Diptera). Both names are currently in use and refer, respectively, to a group

of Palaearctic wingless camel crickets or cave crickets, and a large family of about

6000 species of long-legged flies with a world wide distribution in most habitats. It is

proposed that the homonymy be removed by changing the spelling of the gryll-

opteran family-group name to give dolichopodaini by emending the stem of the

name of the type genus Dolictwpoda Bolivar, 1880, while leaving the dipteran name
(based on Doliciwpiis Latreille, 1796) unchanged. The names Doliclwpus Latreille,

1796 and dolichopodidae Latreille, 1809 were placed on Official Lists in Direction

49 (November 1956).
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1. The dipteran family name dolichopodidae was first established by

Latreille (1809, pp. 239, 290) as dolichopodes, based on the genus Doliclwpus

Latreille, 1796 (p. 159). In Direction 49 (November 1956) the Commission placed

dolichopodidae Latreille on the Official List, recording Loew (1862, p. 32) as the

first author to publish the name in the correct form. However, Sabrosky, Thompson
& Evenhuis (1999, p. 117) have recently noted that Latreille's (1809) family name
was, in fact, first correctly spelled by Agassiz (1846, p. 128) as dolichopodidae.

The homonymy of the dipteran family name with dolichopodini Brunner von

Wattenwyl, 1888 in Grylloptera was not considered in Direction 49 (see paras. 4 and

5 below).

2. Latreille (1796) established the genus Doliclwpus without included species. In

1802 (pp. 439^40) he placed two species in the genus and in 1810 (p. 443) he

designated one of these, Doliclwpus ungulatus 'Fab." (actually, Linnaeus, 1758), as the

type species. The generic name Dolichopus and the specific name of Musca ungulata

Linnaeus, 1758 were also placed on Official Lists in Direction 49. The names
Dolichopus and D. ungulatus refer to long-legged flies.
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3. The dipteran family is large, about 6000 species, with a world wide distribution

in most habitats, especially those near water or moist areas. The family-group

name dolichopouidae has been widely and consistently used in the entomo-

logical literature. Significant representative publications include Foote. Coulson &
Robinson (1965). Robinson (1970a, 1970b). Dyte (1975). Dyte & Smith (1980).

Robinson & Vockeroth (1981), Ulrich (1981) and Bickel & Dyte (1986). Negrobov

(1987, 1991) divided the subfamily dolichopodinae into the tribes dolichopodini

and TACHYTRECHINI.

4. The gryllopteran name dolichopodini was established by Brunner von

Wattenwyl (1888, p. 256), as dolichopodae, for a tribe of Palearctic rhaphidophorids

(wingless camel crickets or cave crickets). Karny (1929, p. 64) emended the spelling

to DOLICHOPODINI. The tribal name was based on the genus Dolichopoda Bolivar,

1880 (p. 72), which was erected for the single species Gryllus (Tettigonia) palpata

Sulzer, 1776 (p. 8.3, pi. 9, fig. 2) from Sicily. The tribal name dolichopodini has been

used in publications by Chopard (1931) and Hubbell (1936). Beier (1955) adopted

dolichopodinae at the subfamily level and this has been followed by Harz (1969) and

Hubbell & Norton (1978). The gryllopteran family-group name has been used in

several recent publications; these include Vickery & Kevan (1983), Willemse (1984),

Caccone & Powell (1987), Sbordoni et al. (1987) and Allegrucci, Caccone, Cesaroni

& Sbordoni (1992).

5. The family-group names established by Latreille (1809) and Brunner von

Wattenwyl (1888) are homonyms under Article 53.1 of the Code. Sabrosky,

Thompson & Evenhuis (1999) pointed out that family-group names based on

Dolichopoda Bolivar, 1 880 are homonyms of those based on the 'very distinct genus

Doliclwpus' in Diptera, and that the latter "are much older". Both family-group names

are currently in use and we propose that the homonymy be removed by emending the

stem of the junior name from dolichopod- to dolichopoda-, thereby changing the

gryllopteran family-group name to dolichopodaini, while leaving the dipteran name
(dolichopodidae Latreille, 1809) unaltered.

6. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked;

( 1

)

to use its plenary power to rule that for the purposes of Article 29 of the Code
the stem of the generic name Dolichopoda Bolivar, 1880 (Grylloptera) is

dolichopoda-;

(2) to place on the OflScial List of Generic Names in Zoology the name
DoUchopoda Bolivar, 1880 (gender: feminine), type species by monotypy

Grylhis (Tettigonia) palpata Sulzer, 1776 (Grylloptera);

(3) to place on the OflScial List of Specific Names in Zoology the name palpata

Sulzer, 1776, as published in the binomen Grylhis (Tettigonia) palpata (specific

name of the type species oi Dolichopoda Bolivar, 1880) (Grylloptera);

(4) to emend the entry on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology for

the name dolichopodidae Latreille, 1809 to record that it was first published

in the correct form by Agassiz (1846) (Diptera);

(5) to place on the Official List of Family-Group Names in Zoology the

name dolichopodaini Brunner von Wattenwyl, 1888, type genus Doli-

chopoda Bolivar, 1880 (spelling emended by the ruling in (1) above)

(Grylloptera);
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(6) to place on the Official Index of Rejected and Invalid Family-Group Names in

Zoology the name dolichopodini Brunner von Wattenwyl. 1888 (spelling

emended to dolichopodaini by the ruling in (1) above) (Grylloptera).
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